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SECTOR EXPERIENCE

Advisory - Advisor to lead investor in one of largest PE financings ($100M) for an Agtech company,  
Indigo Agriculture

Operational - Seasoned management with experience running agriculture companies from start up to 
Fortune 500

Transactional - Constant dialogue with strategics / currently representing numerous agriculture  
companies in sell side M&A mandates

Investment - Cofounded Canada’s largest AG fund; managed Canada’s first Agtech fund; proprietary 
capital management via Kirchner Agricultural Partners

KIRCHNER GROUP
The Kirchner Food Fellowship (KFF), a Kirchner Impact Foundation initiative, is 
one of the worlds most innovative capital markets initiatives. It is a hands-on 
impact investment program that harnesses the power of millennials to find, 
fund and assist promising socially responsible agricultural businesses. 

The Kirchner Impact Foundation (KIF), a non-profit organization serving as 
one of the “returning” arms of Kirchner Group. Kirchner Group was founded 
in 1985 as a boutique advisory firm and today operates various subsidiaries, 
providing advisory services (M&A, assessments, diligence) and operational 
support (interim management, workouts, turnarounds) as well as asset 
management (dedicated, portfolio optimization) – all leveraging a proprietary 
approach that dovetails domain and process expertise. The firm is widely 
recognized as one of the leading boutique advisors and agents to promising 
small-mid market Agtech companies and their investors. 

Throughout the decades Kirchner Group has been internationally recognized 
for its unique business model centered around creating value while promoting 
values: “earning while returning”. As part of its almost four-decade history of 
“earning and returning”, they have always maintained that business people 
are uniquely suited to make a difference in the greater world. They believe 
the unique attributes business people possess provide them with a unique 
opportunity to deploy them in a holistic way to help others.
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Program Update

So here we are—another year has passed and we in the midst of our 6th year and 5th cohort!  What an 
amazing journey it has been!! The program has evolved to an issue specific cohort this year after our 
geographical specific efforts in Mexico last year. We continue to put in place the requirements in order to 
scale our program and its impact through establishing important strategic relationships.  

We would like to thank Kirchner Group for its generosity and acknowledge all the contributions from 
others in various capacities that have facilitated the creation and success of our unprecedented program.  

Our 2018-2019 Fellows are focused on investing in companies in the soil health arena  through our 
exciting partnership with the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research (FFAR). 

We are incredibly proud of the positive impact we have been able to make on our fellows and our  
portfolio companies. 

Blair 
Blair Kirchner 
Director, Kirchner Food Fellowship  
Managing Director & Co-Head of Impact Activities, Kirchner Group
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2018-2019 Kirchner Food Fellows

Charles Higgenbotham is 
currently pursuing his Masters 
of Professional Studies in 
Agriculture and Life Sciences 
with a specialization in 
International Agriculture and 
Rural Development at Cornell 
University.

Emery (Hattie) Brown is a 
Masters of Science candidate 
at the Friedman School of 
Nutrition Science and Policy 
at Tufts University, where 
her studies focus on trade 
and agricultural policy in the 
interest of international food 
security. 

Ambulah Mamey is currently 
a graduate student at the 
American University’s School 
of International Services 
(SIS) where he is pursuing a 
MS Degree in Development 
Management. His concentration 
is in Agricultural Development 
and the Environment.
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Fellows Institutions (to date)

Our student benefited immeasurably from his participation in the 
Kirchner Food Fellowship program, learning how to assess and 
make real financial investments in food-based enterprises with a 
social mandate, and to participate in international conferences, 
where student teams from around the globe pitch new food-
product ideas with the potential to help address the challenge of 
feeding 9 billion.

JULIA CHRISTENSEN HUGHES

Dean College of Business and Economics at the 
University of Guelph
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   Fellows Institutions (to date) 

“Our student benefited immeasurably from his participation in the  
Kirchner Food Fellowship program, learning how to assess and make real 
financial investments in food-based enterprises with a social  
mandate, and to participate in international conferences, where student 
teams from around the globe pitch new food-product ideas with the  
potential to help address the challenge of feeding 9 billion.” 

- Julia Christensen Hughes, Dean College of Business and Economics at 
the University of Guelph 
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Collaboration

We are excited about our collaboration with the 
Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research 
(FFAR) and North Carolina State University 
(NCSU) which will provide financial and technical 
expertise in support of the 2018-2019 Kirchner 
Food Fellowship program. 

The collaboration aligns the three organizations’ 
shared agricultural research priorities of water 
and soil efficiency. 

SALLY ROCKEY, Ph.D.

Executive Director, FFAR 

This collaboration strengthens public-private partnerships in the 
Agricultural Sciences. The Kirchner Food Fellowship trains student 
leaders to engage in investment decisions and fund potentially 
ground-breaking, sustainable technologies to support global food 
security. The FFAR Fellowship broadens the future of up and coming 
Agricultural Sciences leaders by connecting them to investors. A 
partnership between these organizations allows for knowledge sharing 
and cross pollination which leads to more well-rounded fellows which 
is extremely exciting for the future of agriculture.

The Kirchner Food Fellowship, FFAR, NCSU  
collaboration is designed to encourage 
innovation, investment and increases in 
agricultural productivity by partnering 
Kirchner Fellows with FFAR Fellows in 
Agricultural Sciences. This partnership will 
create an interdisciplinary team that can more 
effectively identify and evaluate promising 
early stage innovations in agtech to facilitate 
smarter investments that both farmers and 
ultimately investors will benefit and profit 
from. 
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Events

Impact Investing Session 
at the TFF Academy in 
Rio de Janeiro

“I believe that the high number 
of attendees in the session 
shows the continued growing 
interest of impact investing 
among the new generation(s) 
of entrepreneurs and decision 
makers.” 
 
- Karla Rascon-Garcia

The Kirchner Food Fellows were joined by over 50 international participants, holding a 2.5 hour session 
that expanded on the theories of impact investing, unraveled impact investing misconceptions, and 
provided a hands-on methodological approach for evaluating startups. This specific specialization track 
was remarked as one of the most populated sessions of the TFF Academy, which created a thought-
provoking space where participants applied the concepts discussed.

This year, the Kirchner Food Fellows selected an innovative company based in the United Kingdom,  
Aeropowder for their annual prize selection. The $5,000 USD prize is awarded by the Kirchner Food 
Fellows to the project with the most potential for institutional investment. This pioneering team uses 
treated waste feathers to make thermal shipment linings for boxes, reducing the need for polystyrene 
containers while providing the necessary thermal insulation for the efficient packaging and transportation 
of food products.

Aeropowder took 
home the Kirchner 
Food Fellowship 
Prize at Thought 
For Food Global 
Summit
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Changing lives

FARIDAH IBRAHIM 
(2016-17 Fellow)

“I currently work at the International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture 

(CIAT) in Nairobi, and in my role 
I work with dozens of scientists 
to design, manage, and deliver a 

research program that is responsive 
to the challenges faced in African 

agriculture.” 

SARAH PICCINI 
(2015-16 Fellow)

“I am working at the World Food  
Programme (WFP) headquarters in 

Rome on global program design and  
implementation.”

KARLA RASCON-GARCIA 
(2017-18 Fellow)

“I am continuing to work on my 
Ph.D. in Epidemiology, fostering the 
relationship with the Noble Research 
Institute that was established through 
the Kirchner Food Fellowship, while 
kicking off a project that explicitly 
evaluates the association between 
economics (or lack thereof) and the 

status of animal health.”

ERIN LENHARDT 
(2014-15 Fellow)

“I recently co-founded Parsnip, a 
partnership marketing network and 

marketplace, and is building the 
business in San Francisco.”

SYDNEY HERNDON  
(2016-17 Fellow)

“I am currently finishing up some 
research on understanding the drivers 

of diet change and food choice 
among pastoralist in Tanzania with 

Emory University and will be starting 
a course in Data Science in early 

2019.”

KATE COLLINS 
(2016-17 Fellow)

“I work at the Bridgespan Group, a 
management consulting firm focused 
on the social sector, where I specialize 

in impact investing.”

DAVID BYRNES 
(2015-16 Fellow)

“I recently joined Syngenta as a 
Breeding Project Lead for seedless 
watermelon variety development.”

EAMONN MCGUINTY
(2015-16 Fellow)

“I am currently finishing a graduate 
degree focusing on natural resource 

management at Dalhousie University, 
co-authored the 2019 Canada Food 

Price Report in December that 
reached over 100m people, and 

working with Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development Canada on 

the Atlantic Canada Growth Strategy.”

ALFREDO COSTILLA-REYES   
(2017-18 Fellow)

“I currently have published two 
doctoral research journals on 

sustainable new energy harvesting 
techniques for technology that can 

transform organic substrates in 
wastewater into electricity and on 

clean energy generation for  
wearable technology.”
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What’s your most lasting memory

KATE COLLINS 
(2016-17 Fellow)

“My best memory from my tenure as 
a fellow is hotly debating which  

company to invest in with my fellow 
classmates; we’d developed a trusting 
relationship by then and were able to 
disagree on ideas while maintaining a 

close personal relationship.“

DAVID BYRNES 
(2015-16 Fellow)

“A favorite memory from the 
Fellowship was riding in the back 
of a pickup going up a Nicaraguan 

volcano to meet with a small farming 
community, this provided us with a 
mutual idea of the demographic our  

investment could benefit as a 
compliment to our ongoing training in 

equity investing.”

ADRIAN GARCIA-CASARRUBIAS 
(2017-18 Fellow)

“Despite having some experience in  
entrepreneurship, I did not knew 

anything about investments or how to 
evaluate companies, what I learned in 
just one year was incredible and now 

that knowledge has allowed me to 
help other projects and companies in 
my country. I learned so much in each 

of the calls with the directors that I 
set myself as a purpose not to miss 
any of them throughout the year, so 
on one occasion I took the call from 
the trunk of a moving car (long story) 
and ended up missing only one call  

during my honeymoon.”

SYDNEY HERNDON  
(2016-17 Fellow)

“One of my favorite memories is 
driving from Atlanta to Birmingham 

with the other fellows because 
we had plenty of time both to talk 

business and get to know each other 
better on a personal level!”

FARIDAH IBRAHIM 
(2016-17 Fellow)

“I always remember my time at the 
KFF with fondness and gratitude. 

Not only did I have two exceptional 
women to work with in my cohort 

and four highly supportive directors, I 
got the opportunity to think through 
many of the challenges I’m interested 
in, visit several interesting American 

cities, discover dozens of African 
companies doing exciting work, 

and eventually, support a growing 
enterprise by investing in their vision. 
My time as a fellow was a really great 

learning experience, and I couldn’t 
have asked for a better group of 
people to take that journey with.”

KARLA RASCON-GARCIA 
(2017-18 Fellow)

“While countless memories easily 
flood my mind, my most treasured 

memory during my tenure as a 
fellow was our closing time at 
Thought For Food (TFF). More 

specifically, the ~ hour the fellows 
and I spent, deliberating and 
together evaluating TFF’s top 
finalists for the Kirchner Food 

Prize, has forever marked me. It 
was a cherished moment where all 
of the mentorship and raw team 
building from joining people from 
distinctly different backgrounds, 
all came together. We’d grown 

in learning how to: communicate 
effectively as an investment team, 

listen with genuine  
interest, and implement the 

countless skills we’d been taught 
over the course of our tenure – 

one of the most powerful full-circle 
moments I’ve experienced to date.”

ERIN LENHARDT
(2014-15 Fellow)

“Investing in Kuli Kuli, and then 
reading the news that they’d received 

$4.25M in follow-on capital from 
Kellogg, was an exciting moment! It’s 
great to see Fund the Food’s portfolio 

companies doing well, especially 
when they’re also mission driven and 

have been a strong partner to the 
fellowship.“
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New Investment 

The Kirchner Food Fellowship is pleased to 
have invested in Solena, a Mexican based 
biotechnology research company that seeks 
to increase and monetize the biological capital 
(microorganisms) of agricultural soils and 
ecosystems through the materialization of 
science. 

The purpose is to contribute to achieving 
harmony between agriculture and nature. 
Solena achieves its mission through a 
proprietary methodology where it measures, 
values and finally monetizes the agricultural 
ecosystem thus helping to empower farmers 
increasing the fertility conditions of their 
soil in order to reduce their need to use 
agrochemicals.

We are very excited to have the  
opportunity to work with the Kirchner 
Food Fellowship and Kirchner Group. 
We are confident that by harnessing 
their extensive operational, advisory 
and transactional expertise in the  
agriculture field, we will be able to 
grow our company and enhance our 
impact. 
 
- Irving Rivera, CEO and Co-Founder 
of Solena
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Investment Spotlight 

Lucky Iron Fish is a social enterprise 
aiming to address Iron deficiency anemia. 
This condition impacts 3.5 billion people 
worldwide and the Lucky Iron Fish is an 
incredibly simple solution to this global 
health problem.

The company has continued to expand 
its impact and growth in 2018 across a 
number of channels and media outlets. For 
each purchase of a Lucky Iron Fish, they 
donate the equivalent cost to their Impact 
Fund, which is used to distribute Fish to 
communities in need around the world 
through our non-profit partners. To date 
over 45,000 Lucky Iron Fish have been 
donated, helping over 200,000 people 
address iron deficiency.

Lucky Iron Fish piched the Dragon’s on Thursday, 
September 20th. Dragon’s Den is Canada’s version 
of Shark Tank. Three dragons made bids - Manjit 
Minhas, Michele Romanow and Arlene Dickinson 
- with Romanow and Minhas eventually agreeing 
to team up and offer Lucky Iron Fish $200,000 for 
the 5 per cent stake in the company.

Kirchner does not just invest in the venture, 
but they invest in the entrepreneur as 
well, which has a profound impact on the 
success of the companies they are involved 
with. - Gavin Armstrong, PhD Founder & 
CEO of Lucky Iron Fish and Entrepenurial 
Kirchner Food Fellow
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Portfolio - changing the world

Simple and easy to use  
solution to a global health 

problem, iron deficiency anemia.

Products made with moringa, one of 
the most nutrient-rich plants on  
the planet.

Supply chain management system  
using automated calls and text  
messages to connect brands to  
smallholder farmers and suppliers.

Nigerian based vertically 
integrated tomato paste 
company serving the  
local market.

Assess and manage soil 
microbiome, which helps to 

increase yields, prevent disease 
and improve overall soil health.

Working to address food deserts
with a 7-11 meets Whole Foods

model emphasizing natural,
organic and local.
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“We have benefited an incredible amount in just a few months since 
the Kirchner Food Fellowship investment. Their ability to open doors, 
provide operational perspective and impart their decades of experience 
is invaluable, we have reconfigured and accelerate our strategy to 
become global. Solena’s growth trajectory and positive impact on 
agriculture in Mexico has significantly improved as a result of the 
investment.”
 
- Irving Rivera, CEO and Co-Founder of Solena

“After decades of experience in the sector I am thrilled to see Kirchner 
Group taking on this kind of innovative initiative. I have seen the 
program first hand and believe strongly in its mission. 
 
- Bill Buckner, Former CEO of Noble Research Institute and member of 
the Kirchner Food Fellowship Board of Advisors

“I’ve worked globally as a volunteer in ‘developing countries’ for nearly 
a decade, and carry years of academic training, focusing studies and 
international work on addressing food insecurities. However, nothing 
(and I mean nothing) has compared to the exchange of wisdom and 
new knowledge I’ve received as a Kirchner Food Fellow. I’d wish for 
all to have the privilege of engaging in what I describe as a ‘front-line’ 
opportunity, to selflessly and strategically impact the multitudes in a 
manner that is as radically efficient as the Kirchner Food Fellowship is.”

- Karla Rascón-García, Phd Epidemiology Student – University of 
California, Davis
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